A year ago, the girls at Marist Sisters’ College Woolwich knew very little about Australia’s fastest growing water sport, Dragon Boating. Yet last week they were representing the NSW Junior Women’s Team with great pride at the 2010 Australian State Championships in West Lakes, Adelaide. This is a four-day regatta where thousands of paddlers of all ages gather to challenge other teams to be the best in Australia. The girls, under the guidance of the NSW Junior Coach Diana Dent, battled it out with the other States, in a race that had the crowd on the edge of their seat and guessing a result that was hard to detect with the naked eye. After moments of suspense it was announced that the ACT team won the final, edging out the NSW team by 0.07 of a second! 

It was an amazing moment of realisation for the twenty-two year 9 and 10 girls who have come so far in a short 12 months. After competing in the Ryde Aquatic Festival, The Chinese New Year Festival and the NSW Championships, as well as endless hours of training, it was evident that all their hard work had come to fruition with this impressive National result! 

The girls then went on to represent Woolwich at the Australian Club Crew Championships the next day. Another solid performance saw the girls “dig deep” and claim the second place medals with tremendous power, endurance, timing and technique. 

A team dinner on the final night had emotions running high as the girls reflected on what they had just been a part of and celebrated their fantastic achievements! It was a fun filled couple of days with results that exceeded our wildest expectations! 

We would like to thank the MSCW Dragon Boat support team that traveled to Adelaide, which was made up of over 30 parents, siblings, friends, grandparents as well as Sr. Fidelis and Dr. Lamb! They were easily recognised with their great vocal support at the finishing line as well as their specially designed supporter shirts. It was fantastic having a cheer squad!

We would also like to thank NSW Dragon Boating for providing our girls with this brilliant opportunity, one that they will never forget. The girls have gained so much from this experience and are extremely appreciative of all the time and effort their coach Diana Dent has invested into the girls. 

Finally, congratulations to the MSCW dragon boating team! Girls we could not be more proud of the way you have committed yourself to this sport, the manner in which you conducted yourselves on the trip and your performance on the water, giving those races everything you had! It was definitely up there as being one of the greatest moments in the history of Woolwich Sport! We look forward to many more dragon boating adventures in the future.

Bring it Home!!!    

Mr. Watts and Miss Mostyn.

Dragon Boating Team: Kate Young (c), Daniela Wingrave (c), Nicolette Birbara, Rameda Boonpratakvej, Taylah Clarke, Elisha Coster, Samantha Debs, Emily Dinale, Carrie Edgar, Bryony Gilmour, Brittany Howard, Antoinette Moliterno, Kaitlin Purcell, Monique Rapisarda, Samantha Rodgers, Kendall Snedden, Caitlin Thom, Casey Thomas, Louisa Timbrell, Jacqualine Turra, Emma Unwin, Lauren Wilson.

